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EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 


St. Goluinba 


ST. COLUMBA was born in 521 at Gartan in Count 

Donegal of the clan O'Donnell of which his fathe 

was chief. Trained at the great school of Finniar 
at Moville, Co. Down, he was ordained priest. He 
gave himself to missionary work in his own country, 
founding Christian colonies at Derry and other 
places. 


About 563, with twelve of his disciples, Columba 
sailed in a coracle, a skiff of wickerwork covered 
with hides, and landed on the little island made 
famous by him, the Island of Hy or Iona.: Here he 
laboured the remaining thirty-four years of his 
life, training missionaries, evangelizing the main~ 
land, and esteblishing Christian centres in the 
neighbouring islands. This barren island, three 
miles by two, off the west coast of Scotland soon 
became the centre of Celtic Christianity, famous 
for its learning as for its evangelical missionary 
zeal. From Columba's coummnity of wood and wattle 
huts there grew an institwtion whose missionaries 
-carried the Gospel imto Scotland, the North of 
England, and even northern Hurope. 


As Patrick in Ireland, Columba had to face and, 
by the power of the Gospel, to destroy Druidisn, 
the: pagan religion of the Celts. Dark oak-~groves 
were the Druid temples, snake—eggs and mistletoe 
their holy things, Imman sacrifice their cruel 
worship. This was the religion of the Picts. 


The King of the Picts was Brude. To his fort on 
the Ness went Columba with the Gospel of Christ. 
The Cross triumphed and king and nation were won. 


In 574, Aidan arrived at Iona to be crowned with 
Christian rites by Columba as King of the Scots. 
Por many generations, Scottish kings journeyed to 
Iona te be crowned on the stone which now forms a 
part of the Coronation Chair in Westminster Abbey 
and to be buried in the holy isle. Here, too, 
Columba was laid to rest on Whitsunday, 597. 
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Venezuela 


VENEZUELA, about six times the area of England and 
Wales, is one of the "boom" countries of the modern 
world, Oil and minerals have made Venezuela a land 
of amazing industrial progress and, consequently, 
of high prices and high salaries. This means that 
the cost of missionary development is also high 


Our work in Venezuela began in 1951 when a mission-— 
ary with many years of experience was called to 
the field. Within a year, a second man was called, 
a chapel rented, and a school begun. 


Today El Salvedor Lutheran Church of Caracas has 
a modern combination school-—chapel-parsonage high 


|! up or a mountain—-side looking down on the exciting 


city below. The school has 300 
pupils representing 30 national-— 
ities. Three busses and two 
estate cars have been acquired 
to transport the children. The 
congregation uses three languages 
in its public services: Spanish, 
English, and German. 

In Another, the Los Flores de 
Catia, district of Caracas, some 
twenty families have rented a 
spacious house and have called 
a minister to open the second 
Lutheran mission in the capital. 
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' Six hundred miles east of gleaming ultra-modern 
| Caracas is the Indian village of Maturin. Here an 
entirely cifferent kind of work is beginning: a 
chain of missions inthe small predominantly Indian 
villages of the Venezuelan hinterland. In spite of 
suspicion and hostility, this work is succeeding. 
El Salvador Church of Caracas has already donated 
@ chapel to one of these missions. 


Progress in Venezuela is rapid, but here as else- 
where in South America, the need for a native 
ministry is imperative. One Venezuelan student is 
enrolled at the Seminary in Argentina. 


ARNOLD EDWARD PAUL RAKOW 


A Miasion Festival sermon,"The Highest Purpose in 
Life: To be an Ambassador for Christ" evoked from 
Arnold Rakow what had long been asecret aubition, 
. bot in order to become a minister he had to becone 
many other things by which to pay his way through 
school: ice-lorry driver, chemist's assistant, 
plumber's mate, male nurse in a mental kospital. 


Arnold Rakow was bern onMareh 1, 1929, the second 
of twelve children, at Suring, Wisconsin, U.S.A. 
Leaving his father's dairy farm at i4, he completed 
the six years' prep course at Milwaukee and then 
went on to Concordia Theological Seminary sat St. 
Louis. The required year of field work he served 
in a mission at Kamloops, British Columbia, Upon 
his graduation in 1955, he came to England where 
he was called as the first pastor of St. Andrews 
Lutheran Church of South Ruislip, Middlesex, and 
installed on November 13, 1955. 


Pastor Rakow and his wife, Norma, have one son, 
Paul Edward Luther, born in England March 29, 1957. 


He is Secretary of the ELCE Church Extension Fund 
Committee. 
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IS CHRISTIANITY DYING OCUF in 
this country? Will Britain one 
day have to be converted back 
| to the Christian faith? Will 
| the country #that sent David 
Livingstone to Africa itself 
“become pagan and need black- 
| skinned Africans to bring Christ 
back to its people? 


| One of Britain's national papers 
some months ago conducted an 
enquiry into the average Britm's 
' religious opinions and habits. 
| It found that Christianity is a 
| waning influence, that the rate of decline increases 
every year, and most of all among young people. It 
| summed up its findings in words that must disquiet 
and disturb the Christian: 


"It is apparent that the majority of the people of 
Britain find themselves in a world of shadows and 
uncertainty. Life goes on, but there is an absence 
of assurance and a feeling of futility. This per-~ 
plexity .... springs too from the upheavals of our 
+ime which have been so vast and frequent that man 
feels lonely and helpless. We seem caught in "the 
gale of the world", Life is without apparent pur— 
pose. 


"The Gallup Poll confirms what most people sense, 
that the majorityof men and women without conviction 
feel profoundly that something is missing in their 
lives ... But while there is in modern man a "God- 
shaped blank", the churches are not succeeding in 
filling it. The fault is certainly not all on their 
side. Yo clamour, aS many do, for a compromise on 
+he issues that most pecple find difficult, is te 
reduce religion to pale platitudes which everybody 
can acknowledge without difficulty, but equally 
without meaning anything." 


Only the Gospel of Jesus Christ can fill thia "God~ 
shaped blank'' in men's lives - and that Gospel 
proclaimed fully and without apology. 


JEWELS OF THE REFORMATION 


On October 3lst, Protestants throughout the world 
observe the birthday of the Reformation. Many men | 
were associated with the Protestant Reformation. 
None, however, is more identified with this great 
movenent ushering in the modern world than Martin 


Luther. The world should know the reasons: ; 
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(e} (The Open Bible | 


The Reformation stressed the right of every soul 
to the open Bible. The open Bible is the one means. 
the Lutheran Church has of winning souls for Christ. 


It was this key to the understanding of the Bible 
which Martin Luther found amid his soul struggles. 
in the monastery. As we find peace and assurance 
of the forgiveness of sins by the grace of God for 
the sake of Christ through faith, we are in debt 
to the Reformation. 


{s} Christ the Head of the Church 


The Christian Church is made up of all believers 
in Christ. It is not limited to any individual 
church denomination, A Christian is one who trusts 
in Jesus Christ as his Saviour. 


| Universal Priesthood fu} 


This means doing away with all the false distinc— 
tions between clergy and laity. Iwther insisted 
that the individual Christian has direct access to 
God through Jesus Christ without any human inter-— 
mediary. 


& Right of Private Judgment 


‘The authority to decide religious belief is not in 
the hands of any man or any organization. Religious 
belief is decided by God's Word in the heart of 
the believer himself. Dr. Luther claimed this right 


in his immortal answer before the Diet of Worms. 


The Complete Sacrament | oC 


Here is another treasure given the Church again by 
the Reformation. There are TWO things to be re- 
ceived in this Sacrament: 

1. "Take eat, this is My Body." 


| 2. "Drink ye all of it, this cup is the New Test- 


ament in My Blood." 


The Reformation was literally sung into the hearts 
of the people. It was Luther, with his God-given 


' talent for poetry and. music, who gave impetus to 


the congregational hym, the noblest of which is 
his own "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God". 


Civil and Religious Liberty | {@} 


Qur modern freedom is the fruitof the tree planted 
by Martin Luther. The priceless blessings of lib- 


erty and the rights of conscience recognized anc 


enjoyed in our land are, directly and indirectly, 
| the results of the truths and principles so clearly 
and forcibly proclaimed by Martin Luther over four 
hundred years ago. 


We recognize that Dr. Luther was merely 
a humble instrument in the hands of our 
merciful God Whe wished to pour out His © 
blessings through the Reformation. 


WE REMEMBER TH REFORMATION BY GIVING 
GLORY TO GOD ALONE. 


The Rev. Norman E. Nagel, 
pastor of LIuther-Tyndale 
Memorial Church, London 
since 1953, will move to 
Cambridge soon to take up . 
advanced theological study 
at the University. After 
completing his Cambridge 

doctorate, Mr. Nagel will 
assume responsibility for 
the inauguration and dir- 
ection of a theological 
training programme for the 


The Cambridge call was CAMBRI 
extended by the Executive 7 — 


Council at their meeting on September 19th. 


Mr. Nagel studied at Concordia Seminary, Adelaide, 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, earned his B,A, at 
the University of Acelaide andtook further courses 
at King's College, London, and at Erlangen Univer- 
sity. It is hoped that he will be able to complete 


his Cambridge Ph.D. by 1960. 


"LUTHERAN WITNESS" FEATURES ELCE PROGRESS 


The expanding work of our Church was brought to 
the attention cf people all over the world through 
the columns of The Iutheran Witness, the official 
organ of the Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod. The 
Witness with its remarkable circulation of 425,000 
devoted almost two pages of its 24~—page September 
24th issue to ELCH progress. 


A recent issue of The Lutheran Witness reprinted 
from the October 1956 British Lutheran "A Stranger 
at Bromley", the story of the anonymous £1000 
donation which sparked the ELCE Church Extension 
Pund. 

rs 


JUST.A MINUTE! Have YOU invested in the _ CHURCH 
EXTENSION FUND? Ruislip, Petts Wood, Cardiff and 
Grindon: these need buildings and your help. 
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CHARLOTTE LAWTON FIRST ELCE PARISH-WORKER 


other milestone in ELCE history was reached when 
Miss Charlotte Lawton, member of Iuther—Tyndale, 
accepted the Executive Council's offer to become 
|the first salaried parish-worker. Her duties will 
consist of office and social work and, in develop- 
|ing new missions, assisting particularly in Sunday 
School and youth work. 


Misa Lawton has had ea rich and varied experience 
in church work to prepare her for the new appoint— 
ment, For many years she took a leading part in 
neighbourhood visitation and youth activities at 
'Inther-Tyndale. From 1951-57, as office-secretary 
of the Latheran Council of Gt. Britain,she gained 
_ experience in welfare work. She and her sister, 
| Marie, have been tireless voluntary workers in the 
opening anc development of ELCE missions at Ruislip, 
Bromley, and Petts Wood. 
Miss Lawton is the sixth child of the ELCE mother 
eongregetion, inther-Tyndale, to go into the full- 
time service of the Church. The brother of Miss 
Lawton, the Rev. Martin Lutz with his London-born 
wife, has just completed twenty years as a mission— 
ary in India where a sister, Margaret, aiso served 
as a nurse. The fourth child to go to India from 
Luther-Tynédale was Miss Nora Mitchell. Here in 
Britein, Kiss Marie Gutbrod was instrumental in 
setting up the Londen office of the Lutheran Hour 
nearly ten years ago. 
The British Lutheran salutes the mother and blesses 
‘the dauchter who comes into the Church's service 
go well prepared for her task. 

DONATIONS FROM ABROAD 
That’our worl: in Britain is in the hearts of many 
fellow-iatherans abroad may be judged by some of 
the donations which heve been received over, the 
past few months: from First Lutheran Sunday School 
of Omaha, U.S.A. $495; from a mother of six chil- 
aren in Omaha $5; frouSt. Peters Sunday School of 
Stretford, Ontario $65; froma Canadian teacher on 
_ exchange in Gracford £20; from an Australian £590. 
9 


LUTHER-TYNDALE CALLS AMERICAN PASTOR 


The Rev. Harold L. Hecht, pastor of Faith Luthe ) 
Church, Milwaukee, U.S.A., has been sent the Cal} 
to succeed the Rev. Norman Nagel as the pastor oj] 
Luther-Tyndale Memorial Church, London. ; 


Mr. Hecht served in London for one year, 1948-49 
before his ordination. His present charge, Fait 
Lutheran Church of Milwaukee, has a baptized mem 
bership of 1246 souls. 


Previously, the Luther-Tyndale call had been twice 
extended to the Reverend John Sims, pastor of th 
Petts Wood — Bromley mission, who declined it o 
both occasions. 


TOYS FOR CHILDREN IN HUNG 


Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Brooke, directors of the ELCE 
"Aid to Hungary" programme, appeal to Sunday School 
children and parents for small light toys in gooc 
condition for inclusion in Christmas parcels to 
Lutherans in Hungary. For Christmas arrival, toys}. 
need to beat the Brooke home, 124 Barrowgate Road,| 
‘ London W. 4 before the end of November. 


APPLICATION FOR GRINDON CHURCH SITE APPROVED 


In a letter dated Sept. 24th, the County Borough 
of Sunderland have agreed to sell to the ELCE the 
one—acre church site in the new Grindon—Pennywell 
housing areas, At the same time, Sunderland's new 
Pastor Floyd Bosch reports | the successful negot— 
iation for the acquisition of the Methodist church 
hall-on the site. It is hoped that Sunderland's 
second Lutheran mission may open in January 1958. 


"TWENTY QUESTIONS" C.H.F. PAMPHLET 


A new booklet, prepared by the Church Extension 
Fund Comzittee and entitled "Twenty Questions" will 
be made availeble to all readers in the next issue 
of The British Lutheran. The Committee is confident 
that the Fund, though still. over £2000 short, will 
reach its 1957 goal of £12000 before the end of the 

year. ; : , 
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EXTENSION rUlD 


1957 GOALS 


£10,000 in Loans and Donations 
£50 per week in Savings Stamps 


Receipts to September 30th: 


I. SAVINGS STAMPS 


Investors 


KENTISH TOWN 14 
TOTTENHAM 79 28 
RUISLIP 41 32 
SUNDERLAND 148 108 
BROMLEY 15 20 
BOREHAM WOOD 16 4 
PETTS WoOoD 
OTHERS BLAS 

Totais 307 £ 228 


II. LOANS AND DONATIONS 


Loans Donations 


KENTISH TOWN £7293 re ove! 
TOTTENHAM 283 4 
RUISLIP 358 2 
SUNDERLAND 16 1) 
BROMLEY 247 13 
BOREEAM WOOD 10 2 
PETTS WOOD 

OTHERS 412 1123 
Totals £8619 £1209 
Grand Total £9828 


“INVEST IN 


WOURT CHUB HSE UT URE 
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REFORMATION DAY 
927 


WE REMEMBER THE REFORMERS 
IF WE BELIXVE IN OUR HEARTS 
John Wiclif AND CONFESS WITH OUR LIPS 


"Ty believe that JESUS CHRIST, 
true God, begottenof the Father from eternity, ¢ 
also true man, bornof the Virgin Mary, is my Loi 
Who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creatuz 
purchased and wonme from all sins, from death, s 
from the powerof the devil; not with goldor sily 
but with His holy precious blood and with f 
innocent suffering and death; That I may be fF 
own, and live under Him in His kingdom, and sex 
Him in everlasting righteousness, innocence ¢ 
blessedness; 

Even as He is risen from 
the dead, lives and reigns 
to all eternity. 


Martin Lu 


THIS 
IS MOST CERTAINLY TRUE." 


1957 | 
William Tyndale R E F ee R M AT | O N DAY Miles Cove: 
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